~Celebraling a Village in the iby 7ve y s

By Michael Kernan

A Frishee floated eerily across the
Green Lot on 37th Street NW where
several hundred neighbors were cele
brating Burleith's 50th anniversary
Saturday,

A vouth eclad only in shorls caugh
the missile, barely getting it away
from a leaping retriever and almosi
falling over a small child on a plastic
tricyele. Nearby, the regular sunbath.
ers sprawled in their bikinis.

Beside them stood a gaggle of young
parents drinking the free beer and
keeping half an eye on the crawlers;
next to them sat a row of old-timers
who have lived in this 16-block area
northwest of Georgetown (West of 35th
Street and north of Reservoir Road)
for the whole 50 vears.

Next to them, in the ecenter of the
big lot, boiled a great cauldron of kids,
dogs, Wiffle-ball players, firemen
(complete with hook-and-ladder), bike
riders, Popsicle eaters, Bingo plarvers
and casual dancers who twisted and
trucked in the grass to the music of
the Fox Grocery Company, a Balti
more rock group, and Danny Denver's
impressions of evervbody from Chuck
Berry to Elvis Presley.

After the fire truck demonstration
and the rock music and the shoe-slap-
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ping dances of the Wushingtonia Ba-
varian Dance Club, the picnic seitled
down to business,

Catherine Smith, T weeks old, was
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declared the voungest Burleith resi-
dent and given a life membership, &
handful of people who have lived in
the area’s row houses since 1928, when
Shannon and Luchs started building,
was introduced, as were some wha
lived there earlier,

First subdivided from the West
Washington tract in 1887 by F.W. Hui-
dekoper, Burleith dates to 1716, when
Henry Threlkeld built a home by that
name of the site of the Convent of the
Visitation. The place caught the atten.
tion of Charles Dickens, who wrote in
1842:

“The heighis of this neighborhood,
above the Polomac River, are very pic-
luresque and are free, I should eon
veive, from some of the insalubrities of
Washington, The air, at that elevation,
was quite cool and refreshing, when in
the eity it was burning hot,®

Today, the houses in Burleith, both
the predominant Georgian style and

the hall-timbered designs of

brothers on T Street, garln- mtrznm
ter that most sales never make it to
the real estate ads: They are com
pleted in hours. Buyers have been
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=  known to line up, cash in hand. outside
» ahome offered for zale. the price, §7.-
2 700 in 1023, today ranges from $40,000

to $B80,000 and up.

dog can be famous for blocks around
It has its Citizens Association (which
put on the pienic with $600 in $1 mem-
bership dues plus lots of donated
help); it has its own historian, Edgar
Farr Russell, and its own archives.

{he- decorated hike contest, architect
Waverley Taylor had spoken, as had
various city officials including two
ecounecilmen, and the telegram from
President Nixen had been read (also
the telegram from Shanpon ~and
Luchs), and now everyone gathered
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